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Bank and beyond, the international commu-
nity must stand with the brave men and 
women who are working for peace. 

Recent days have brought a chapter of up-
heaval and uncertainty in the Middle East. 
But the story does not have to end that way. 
After the wave of killing by Hamas last 
month, a 16-year-old girl in Gaza City told 
a reporter, ‘‘The gunmen want to destroy the 
culture of our fathers and grandfathers. We 
will not allow them to do it.’’ She went on, 
‘‘I’m saying it’s enough killing. Enough.’’ 

That young woman speaks for millions— 
in Gaza, the West Bank, in Israel, in Arab 
nations, and in every nation. And now the 
world must answer her call. We must show 
that in the face of extremism and violence, 
we stand on the side of tolerance and de-
cency. In the face of chaos and murder, we 
stand on the side of law and justice. And in 
the face of terror and cynicism and anger, 
we stand on the side of peace in the Holy 
Land. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:09 p.m. in the 
Cross Hall at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) and Prime Minister Salam Fayyad of the 
Palestinian Authority; Lt. Gen. Keith W. Dayton, 
USA, U.S. security coordinator to Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority; Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert and former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
of Israel; and Gilad Shalit, Israeli soldier captured 
and held captive by militants in Gaza since June 
25, 2006. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Review of Title III of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 

July 16, 2007 

Dear lllll : 
Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the 

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104– 
114) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine and re-
port to the Congress that suspension for 6 
months beyond August 1, 2007, of the right 
to bring an action under title III of the Act 
is necessary to the national interests of the 

United States and will expedite a transition 
to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Note: Identical letters were sent to Joseph 
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and Richard G. Lugar, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and W. 
Thad Cochran, ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Appropriations; Thomas P. Lantos, 
chairman, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, ranking 
member, House Committee on Foreign Affairs; 
and David R. Obey, chairman, and Charles J. 
‘‘Jerry’’ Lewis, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Appropriations. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 17. 

Remarks on Presenting the 
Congressional Gold Medal to 
Norman E. Borlaug 
July 17, 2007 

Thank you all. Madam Speaker, thank you. 
Madam Speaker, Mr. Leader, members of 
the congressional leadership, members of the 
Iowa delegation, fighting Texas A&M Aggies, 
Dr. Borlaug, and his family. 

All around us are testaments to our Repub-
lic’s young and storied history. Yet sometimes 
it takes a ceremony like this to remind us 
what a special place America is. 

Ours is a land of hope and promise and 
compassion. And we see that compassion and 
promise in the man we honor today—a 
farmboy, educated in a one-room school-
house, who left the golden fields of Iowa to 
become known as ‘‘the man who fed the 
world.’’ 

Many have highlighted Norman Borlaug’s 
achievements in turning ordinary staples 
such as wheat and rice into miracles that 
brought hope to millions. I particularly ap-
preciated the story about a former Vice Presi-
dent and fellow Iowan named Henry Wal-
lace, who once came to observe Norman’s 
grain experiments up close. The Vice Presi-
dent looked around and then asked why a 
good Iowa boy like Norman wasn’t working 
on something to do with corn. [Laughter] 

Norman Borlaug’s life has taken him from 
laboratories in America and Mexico to dusty 
villages throughout the developing world. He 
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has consulted with Presidents and Prime 
Ministers in important countries like Paki-
stan and India. He’s helped inspire students 
at Texas A&M, where an institute bearing 
his name is dedicated to completing his life’s 
work. To this day Norman leads an active 
life—listen to a friend. He said, ‘‘Norman 
spends half his year in Texas, half his year 
in Mexico, and the other half wherever else 
he’s needed.’’ [Laughter] That is interesting 
math. I was going to say that I bet some of 
us wish we could use that kind of math dur-
ing the budget process here in the Capitol. 
[Laughter] I’m afraid sometimes we do. 

What that friend meant was that Norman 
Borlaug has lived his life with urgency. He 
has long understood that one of the greatest 
threats to global progress is the torment of 
human hunger, and we’ve seen that plague 
haunt history many times. Famine in the 
mid-1800s forced hundreds of thousands of 
Irish citizens to take a sad and desperate 
journey to America and turned the Atlantic 
Ocean into what an Irish poet called ‘‘a bowl 
of bitter tears.’’ More than a century later, 
wrenching images of emaciated children in 
Ethiopia rallied the world to the tragedy of 
famine. Hunger continues to cast its miser-
able shadow across much of the developing 
world, robbing villages of children and forc-
ing human beings to make desperate and 
daily searches for food and clean water. 

Wealthy and prosperous nations have a 
moral obligation to help poor and struggling 
people find their own paths to progress and 
plenty. To whom much is given, much is re-
quired, and we’ve been given a lot here in 
America. It’s the calling of our conscience, 
and it’s a compelling national interest. A 
quote that Dr. Borlaug made reference to 
when he received the Nobel Prize says it 
well: ‘‘You can’t build peace on empty stom-
achs.’’ 

In the past half-century, we have seen a 
glimpse of the world that is yet to come. 
Since the end of the World War II, the ad-
vance of trade and technology has lifted hun-
dreds of millions of people out of poverty. 
That’s really the triumph of human liberty 
stretching across natural boundaries. It is a 
tribute to innovation and entrepreneurship. 
And these are the characteristics that can be 

found in the very best of our citizens, such 
as the man we honor today. 

When Dr. Borlaug received the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom from one of my 
predecessors, Gerald Ford, the citation noted 
that Norman’s work ‘‘has pushed back the 
shadow of hunger on this planet and given 
us precious time to force its final retreat.’’ 
That final retreat will come only as long as 
we hold in our hearts the revolutionary spirit 
of men like Norman Borlaug, whose Green 
Revolution brought hope to troubled corners 
of the world, where grateful villagers still 
praise his name. 

The most fitting tribute we can offer this 
good man is to renew ourselves to his life’s 
work and lead a second Green Revolution 
that feeds the world. And today we’ll make 
a pledge to do so. 

Dr. Borlaug, I thank you for your vision 
and dedication. I thank you for leading a life 
of great purpose and achievement. I thank 
you for proving to Americans that what we 
learned as children is still true, that one 
human being can change the world. May God 
bless you, sir. May God continue to bless our 
wonderful country. 

And now I ask the Speaker and Senator 
Reid to join me for the Gold Medal Presen-
tation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in the 
Rotunda at the U.S. Capitol. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of 
the United Nations 
July 17, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. Secretary-General, 
welcome. Thanks for coming. We’ve just had 
a wide-ranging and full discussion on a lot 
of issues. First, Mr. Secretary-General, I ap-
preciate you, one, taking on this job; two, 
working extremely hard; and, three, doing a 
fine job. I admire the values you hold dear 
to your heart, and I appreciate the chance 
to share some thoughts with you. 

We discussed a lot of issues. We have dis-
cussed Darfur. We discussed proliferation. 
We discussed the potential trial for—on 
the—about Hariri. The Secretary-General 
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